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A defining characteristic of oceans issues is that they are closely interrelated and 

cross-cutting.  If they are to be addressed effectively, there needs to be 

coordination and cooperation amongst the multiplicity of organizations and 

agencies at the national, regional and global levels.  Moreover, the experience 

and expertise necessary to contribute to progress on oceans issues does not 

reside exclusively within governmental and inter-governmental organizations.  

Civil society and the private sector also have much to offer. 

 

Prior to the establishment of the Informal Consultative Process pursuant to 

General Assembly resolution 54/33 (1999), there was no forum within the United 

Nations system where the state of the oceans and related issues were being 

considered in an integrated and holistic way, taking into account the perspectives 

of all United Nations members including those not represented in all of the 

Specialized Agencies.  This was a serious deficiency. 

 

The Informal Consultative Process was intended to provide an appropriate 

opportunity for the effective identification and discussion of wide-ranging and 

specific issues (longstanding, current and emerging) affecting the 70% of the 

earth’s surface covered by the oceans.  The informal character and emphasis on 

expertise was intended to provide the possibility of countries to engage in 

discussions in an open manner and without requiring the enunciation or defense 

of national or regional positions, and also to allow for participation as appropriate 

from the private sector and civil society.  This informal character was also 

intended to orient the process towards issue identification and collaborative 

solution-focused expert discussion, rather than the formal deliberation and 

decision-making that is properly the function of the relevant national, regional and 

global organizations.  At the same time, the overview provided by the Process 
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was intended to help to identify issues which would benefit from enhanced 

coordination and cooperation. 

 

It is the view of New Zealand that although the Informal Consultative Process 

may not have fulfilled all expectations, its essential objectives remain valid and 

relevant and that it is a valuable process in relation to a set of issues of critical 

importance to the international community as a whole.  


